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ROXBOROUGH





One Roxborough

Meeting Minutes

March 6th, 2008, 9:30-11:00am 
Attendees:  Greg Liptak, Sean Burke, Charlie Dennis (for Karen Brofft), Ed Yeats, Larry Moore, Barbra Chase Burke, Jack Hoagland, Steve Boand, Peg Hooper, Lloyd Whittall, Jack McCormick, Dawn Chesney, Debbie Prysby, Margaret Taylor, Antonio Evangelista (Arrowhead Golf Club)
Sub-Committee Members:  Pat Gallagher
Guests:  Steve Koster and Jeff Watson (DC Community Development Staff, 303-660-7460), Dave Jarboe (Hands Across Roxborough), Gene Park and Jim Kellet (DCTV)
Not Present:  Steve Hildebrandt, Suzanne Turner, Tim Moore
The meeting was called to order at 9:30am.
A motion was made to approve the minutes for the Feb. 7th meeting.  Minutes were approved with no changes.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Douglas County Educational Foundation (DCEF) Home Raffle fundraiser extended through September – to purchase tickets, visit   www.aworthyinvestment.com or call 303-387-0505

· DCWRA (Douglas County Water Resource Authority) HOA BBQ Saturday, March 15 @ 10am at Castle Pines North (focus is on HOA Board members) – call Larry for details 

· Roxborough Area Historical Society meeting Tuesday, March 11 at 7:00 pm at the West Metro Firehouse Community Room

· Grand opening of the new elementary school

· for families with kids at the school:  March 25th, 5:30-7:00pm

· for Community members:  April 1st, 4:00-6:00pm

· the school land swap is on track through negations and the County process
· planning is underway for the construction of the Skateboard Park in the Roxborough Village Metro District; the District will involve the youth in the neighbor to assist with the design
· a developer is planning to develop a small patio home community just south of Loaf-n-Jug 
· the median near Loaf-n-Jug is being xeriscape landscaped 
· Peg encouraged all to vote via mail-in ballot; she handed out ballots and encouraged all to speak with our respective organizations to encourage people to sign up for mail-in voting
· Rox Water & Sanitation District will have an election this year; 1st Tuesday in May is the date of the election; watch for a “meet the candidates” night in late April

· the 18th Annual Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 15, 11:00am
OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Boand presented additional information regarding property taxes in the NW Douglas County area.  In January, we looked at: are there things that existing special districts can do to help with tax relief, such as new development.  Our discussion on this topic is designed to help with strategic thinking regarding taxation and planning.  There are some potential measures coming up in the County that may increase the mills by up to 10 if the measures pass.  Steve distributed several tax model handouts and will send an email of the handouts to all.   The $800k number in the model is an arbitrary number.  The model is designed to help us all understand mills and taxation as different variables are changed within the model and what kind of tax implication that will have.  With status quo, the mill levies will drop to about 43.051 mills by 2021 (assumes annual increase in assessed valuation of 3% per year).  New growth assistance could help with a reduction of 10 mills.  The group discussed healthy districts and Steve’s green, yellow, red coding on his map.    What do we need to do to make ourselves (NW Douglas County) competitive with all of the other tax districts within Douglas County.  Steve encouraged all to study the various models.  
Steve mentioned that the Commissioners receive calls from people who complain about high tax rates in the Roxborough area, why taxes are so high, and that they can’t afford the high tax rate.  In addition to property taxes, the Roxborough Park neighborhood pays annual HOA dues of roughly $1161.  There is a concern about the future of Roxborough Village district.  If taxes go up in County, then Roxborough taxes go up which makes the area less attractive for living.  The Roxborough Village district is around 2500 homes (every home outside of the hogback).  New homes are mostly sold out, so taxation does not seem to have an impact on the sale of new homes.  Jack H. asked what is the total County need for helping special districts in the area.  Pockets of issues need to be addressed and are tackled from a regional basis.  

Commissioner Boand asked that if the Community has any needs/priorities to please make him aware of those needs within the next 2 months as the County is starting their budget process.  There were questions and discussion of a regional park and funding (where funding will come from…County, the Metro district, other?).  
Jeff Watson and Steve Koster provided a presentation regarding the history of Ravenna.  The district approved in April 2004 (serving the River Canyon/Ravenna development).  The district includes:  249 homes, 616 acres of open space and golf course and provides the following services:  storm and sanitary sewage system, potable and non potable water supply, traffic and safety controls, street and transportation improvements, parks and recreation, television and relay translator, mosquito and pest control.  Initial approval included a total of about $12M of debt (initially 42 mills for the Ravenna district and does not include the overlapping mills).  Currently, Ravenna is authorized for 243 homes.  In Dec., 16 homes were under construction.  The average home is projected at $1.7M-$2M.  Initial thoughts were that lots would sell for $250k and up although lots are currently selling for $450k and up, with a few homes projected to be up to $8M (overseas/foreign buyers).  Construction costs have been escalating rapidly.  Ravenna came back to D.C. Special Districts division with higher than anticipated costs of $26.4M (maximum allowable debt is $16M).  Ravenna requested to issue the debt early.  The County made a one-time amendment to the service plan to issue the debt -- $13.6 M…$8M is standard general operational debt.  The other $5.6M is “interest certificates” (sell interest certificates to interested investors at a very discounted rate, similar to a balloon mortgage).  The County has an independent financial advisor looking at the Special District finances to ensure that the district is not being set up for failure and potential bankruptcy in the future.  In 2006, the district certified from initial 42 to 63 mills (adjustment).  The County looked at it from sensitivities level (50% LEVEL)…”what ifs”.  A failed district means investors are left holding the bag (although D.C. and Roxborough bear the burden of stigma which could lead to a decrease in property values, higher taxation, hard to get bank loans, etc.).   If Ravenna goes bankrupt and is purchased by another developer at a discounted rate, then the existing process and approvals still stand.
Regarding the Douglas County CMP 2030 process, the One Roxborough Group requested that either Debbie or Sean attend the Planning Commission hearing on March 31st to represent One Roxborough’s position.  Group discussion included that the CMP process is not yet completed, that the D.C. Staff has done an excellent job of integrating the One Roxborough themes from our “Planned for Success document into the draft CMP 2030 plan, the words in the draft captured important values, and that the maps needed updating and refinement.  Groups and areas supporting urban designation include:  Louviers, Chatfield East, Chatfield Estates, Plum Valley Heights, Roxborough Water and Sanitation District, various Village HOAs and the Village Metro District.

Peg and Sean provided a report from the Marketing & Communications Subcommittee.  Wendy Holmes, Director of Public Affairs for D.C. offered for the County to host our One Rox web site.   The team has been working to finalize details for the One Roxborough web site.  Various URLs have been purchased and all will point to the same web site location:  www.OneRoxborough.com, www.OneRoxborough.org, www.OneRox.com, www.OneRox.org.  A mock-up of the landing page for the One Roxborough web site was distributed.  The next step is to load the content, tweak the design and content.  Once the web site is active, the link will be distributed and publicized.  
NEW BUSINESS

Debbie asked if anyone had received input from the Community.  No Community input was reported.
Dave Jarboe announced that the Hands Across Roxborough organization is applying for 501(c)(3) status.

Ed provided an update from the Sherriff’s office regarding the Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC).  The Sherriff’s office has gone to a PSAC model in order to maintain current levels of service.  PSAC is asking “should we put cameras at roughly 4 locations” (most in the HR area).  A straw vote was taken to determine support or opposition to a measure of this type.  All voted in favor of the cameras as a means to maintain high safety standards at major intersections.

One Roxborough meetings tend to go beyond the designated time of 1.5 hours.  Therefore, the One Roxborough group voted to extend meetings to 2 hours.  Meetings will be held on the first Thursday of each month from 9:30-11:30am in the library conference, unless specified otherwise. 
Future agenda items:  
· Apr:  local crime statistics (Tim) 

· Apr:  history of taxation in Roxborough (Steve B.)
· May:  marketing of One Rox at polling place (Suzanne)

****    Next meeting is Thursday, April 3rd, 9:30-11:30am    ****[image: image1.png]
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